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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a backlash preventing mechanism 
capable of preventing backlash in an optical axis 
direction between a pair of barrel bodies helicoid- 
coupled, preventing the fluctuation of load in the case 
either barrel body is rotated, and further preventing 
backlash in a radial direction at the same time. 
CONSTITUTION: Either barrel body 6 helicoid-coupled 
with the other barrel body 3 operated to be rotated is 
constituted of 1st and 2nd barrel body parts 61 and 62 
divided in the optical axis direction. The 1st and the 2nd 
barrel body parts 61 and 62 are coupled in the optical 

axis direction by a coupling member 7 having elastic 3 : 
force in the optical axis direction. The 1st and the 2nd 
barrel body parts 61 and 62 are allowed to abut on the 
barrel body 3 in the different optical axis directions by 
the elastic force of the member 7, so that the backlash 
in the optical axis direction is prevented. Since the 
energizing force of the 1st and the 2nd barrel body parts 
61 and 62 is cancelled, the fluctuation of the load in the 

case either barrel body is operated to be normally and reversely rotated is prevented. 
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